
 



 
 

 

Dear Parents/Caregivers, 

 

Welcome back to the 2019 school year.  We are very 

excited about teaching your child/children this year. 

 

We believe that by all of us working together we can make 

this a very successful year, and we consider it of prime 

importance that you be an active part of your child's 

education. 

 

You are invited to phone, email or visit the school any time 

that you have a question concerning your child's progress.  

 

If you have expertise in a specific field, an unusual hobby, 

or have a different culture that you would like to share, 

please let us know.  We would be happy to meet with you 

about the possibility of you sharing with our class. 

 

Please note the change in room names (front page).   

Some permission slips are attached to this booklet, please 

cut off and return the forms to the school office by the due 

dates. 

 

We consider it a great privilege and responsibility to be your 

child's teacher this year, and look forward to meeting each 

of you. 

 

Kyra Leatuafi kyral@turakiprimary.school.nz  

Louise Turner louiset@turakiprimary.school.nz 

Mandy O’Reilly mandyo@turakiprimary.school.nz  

Rose Clark  rosec@turakiprimary.school.nz  
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Inquiry Topic and Important Dates 

Our Inquiry topics this year are 
 

Term 1 - H2O 

Term 2 - Citizenship (Safety, Rules, Consequences) 

Term 3 - Social Justice 

Term 4 - Solve it! 

 

Term 1 Stream Study Inquiry 

This term, each classroom will be discovering our local 

waterways by undertaking a stream study. Classes will 

complete class based activities to understand the water 

cycle, the ecosystem of our waters and the significance of a 

water way to our community.  Each class will participate in a 

stream side investigation with the support of a specialist 

from Horizons.  We will require parent helpers for these 

trips to meet our 1 adult to 4 students water based ratio 

and to provide transport if needed.   
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Important Term 1 dates 

Please Note: Swimming lessons will happen most days.  

See the swimming timetable attached. 

Other dates may pop up over the term. 

Week 2 

Waitangi Day holiday​ - Wednesday 6th February 

Whanau Splash​ - Friday 8th February - 6pm-9pm @ Town 

Pool (bring along your family and dinner - FREE event) 
 

Week 4 

Interschool Bowls competition​ - Friday 22 February 

Inquiry: Classroom Stream Study visits​ - Monday 18 & 

19th February 
 

Week 5 

Turaki Swimming Sports​ @ Town Pool - Friday 1st March 
 

Week 7 

Interschool Swimming Sports​ - Friday 15th March @ the 

High School pool 
 

Week 8 

Formal Assembly​ - Tuesday 19th March, 10.30am 
 

Week 10 

Student Led Conferences ​- Thursday 4th April 

Interschool Softball Tournament​ - Friday 5th April 
 

Week 11 

Footsteps Dance programme​ - Mon to Thurs - during school 

time. 
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Target Students 

If your child is a target this year in Reading, Writing and 

Maths, teachers will be making contact with parents in early 

term 1 and will also be working hard with your child in 

this/these areas to ensure that they make accelerated 

progress this year.  Accelerated progress is making 1 year 

progress in their target area.  Your child will have extra 

work to complete at home in their target area.  Please work 

with your child to complete the tasks. 
 

Camp 

Year 5/6 Camp​ - MiCamp Taupo 

Wednesday 30th October - Friday 1 November 

Cost is $120 per student. 

End of Term 1 - $40 minimum paid 

End of Term 2 - $80 minimum paid 

End of Term 3 - $120 Paid  
 

Year 7/8 Camp​ - Camp Raglan 

Monday 9th December - Thursday 12th December 

Cost is $180 per student. 

End of Term 1 - $60 minimum paid 

End of Term 2 - $120 minimum paid 

End of Term 3 - $180 Paid   

If you would like to, you can start making payments into the 

school account with the reference ‘Yr5/6 Camp’ or ‘Yr7/8 

Camp’ (03-0426-0149208-000) or you are welcome to make 

payments at the school office. 
 

We will require parent helpers for both camps.  ​Expressions 

of interest to be a parent helper for our camps are attached 

with this booklet.​  All adults attending will need to be Police 

Vetted - it is the School’s policy that Police Vets are 

completed annually. 
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Technology - Year 7 and 8 students ONLY 

Year 7/8 students​ will be attending Technology classes at 

Taumarunui High School.  The cost for technology is $70 for 

the year, or $17.50 per term. 

 

Room STU will attend technology on a TUESDAY (1pm-2.30pm) 

Room OPR will attend technology on a WEDNESDAY  (1pm-2.30pm) 

Room HI will attend technology on a FRIDAY  (9am-10.30am) 
 

All students are to attend technology and ​MUST​ wear 

covered shoes for each lesson. 
 

Homework 

Homework will be available every fortnight (on Tuesday). 

Homework is due in on the Friday before the new homework 

is given, giving the students a week and a half to complete 

their homework.  

If students fail to complete their in class work the 

expectation is that they will complete it at home.  Homework 

is not compulsory.  Please let your classroom teacher know if 

you would like your child to have homework.   
 

40 Book Challenge 

Team Tuakana students will be participating in a 40 book 

challenge this year, which is approximately 10 chapter books 

a term.  Please encourage your child to read every night at 

home. 
 

School Assembly 

Whole school assemblies will be held on Friday afternoons at 

2.15pm.  Please feel free to come along. 
 

Year 8 Hoodies 

Year 8 hoodies cost $60 (includes a name on the back) 

Order forms are attached to this booklet.  Orders and 

payment are due in by ​Wednesday 20th March 2018. 
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AROHA - The Turaki Way 

Turaki School follow our AROHA values of 

Attitude 

Respect 

Ownership 

Honesty 

Achievement 

 

Some reminders for the beginning of the year: 

- All students ​must​ wear their Turaki School hat when 

outside during Term 1.  Please leave all other hats at 

home ​(Ownership). 

- iPads, laptops and chromebooks are used at school for 

learning and all students must follow our Turaki School 

Digital Device Agreement ​(Honesty, Respect, 

Ownership)​. 
- Cell phones are to be handed into the office on arrival 

at school and can be picked up at the end of the day 

(Honesty, Ownership). 

- Please ensure all non-uniform items are left at home.  A 

note must be given if a student is out of school uniform 

(​Ownership, Respect, Attitude)​. 
 

Our Turaki School Behaviour Management Plan is 

attached.   

Please Note that there are some things that are not always on our 

‘list’ and some incidents have to discussed with our Senior Leadership 

Team before a consequence is given. 
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Swimming 

       ​     Below is the swimming timetable. 

 

              If your child is NOT swimming, please send along a note with them and 

state how long they will not be swimming for.  If a student does not bring 

a note on the second time of not swimming, parents will be contacted and 

a consequence may be given to your child. 

              Swimming is a part of the PE & Health curriculum. 
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Seesaw Learning Journal 
 

● All students at Turaki Primary School have a Seesaw Journal. 

Your child will be using their own Seesaw journal to show their 

thinking, explain their work, share their ideas, answer questions 

and to watch their own progress throughout the year. 

● In the next few weeks, we will work through setting up your 

child’s seesaw journal with them.  Students will post work 

across all curriculum areas consistently with specific classroom 

time to do this.  

 

● You will be sent an email or letter home to invite you to join 

your child’s Seesaw journal.  Seesaw is a great tool for you to 

see, hear and collaborate with your child through their learning. 

Having our whanau involved in their child’s learning is an 

awesome tool and we look forward to working with you and your 

child to make 2019 an awesome year. 

 

 

Banquer 
● All classes will be using the Banqer online learning site to learn 

about financial literacy this year.  Students will learn about 

income, savings, interest and how money works and earn money 

throughout the year.  Students will earn money by having 

classroom jobs and other income generating activities, such as 

setting up a business within class, or hiring out their skills.   

● In the next few weeks, you will be invited to join your child’s 

Banqer account via email or a letter home.   
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